Nixon Briefs Cabinet, 
Downplays Watergate 
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KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. May 
23 — President ' Nixon today 
briefed the Cabinet in Wash 
ington on a wide range of top- 
ics before, leaving for the 
Memorial Day weekend at the 
Florida White House, but 
spent “very little time” dis- 
cussing the Watergate scandal, 
White House press secretary 
Ronald L. Ziegler reported. 

The President repeated “his 
letermination not be de- 
lected by the events of the 
ime and (to) move ahead and 
jet the job done” on foreign 
if fairs and other domestic 
natters, Ziegler said. 

Mr. Nixon discussed his 
Planned meetings next Thurs- 
iay and Friday in Iceland 
with French President Geor- 
jes Pompidou and next 
month’s scheduled summit 
neeting with Soviet leader Le- 
mid Brezhnev, as well as the 
J.S. energy crisis, the econ- 
>my and TJ.S.-Eureopean rela- 
ions, Ziegler said. 

However, the President’s 
>ress secretary refused to 
ilaborate on the cabinet dis- 
ussions, which lasted for 1 
tour and 45 minutes. 


National security adviser 
Henry A. Kissinger also 
briefed the Cabinet on his dis- 
cussions ! last week in Paris 
with North Vietnamese Poli- 
turo member Le Due Tho. But 
Ziegler said that he had no 
new information on Kissing- 
er’s earlier optimistic ap- 
praisal of the talks. 

Mr. Nixon was accompanied 
to Florida by White House 
chief of staff Gen. Alexander 
M. Haig Jr., speech writer Pat- 
rick Buchanan and acting 
White House counsel Leonard 
Garment. Also with the Presi- 
dent were his wife, his two 
daughters and their husbands. 
They are expected to stay in 
Florida through Sunday night 
or Monday. 



